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Season of New Beginnings

We are in the liturgical season of Epiphany. This 
is an amazing time in the Lord. What is  
Epiphany?   
Maya Angelou defines (epiphany) this way. “It 
probably has a million definitions. It’s the occur-
rence when the mind, the body, the heart, and 
the soul focus together and see an old thing in a 

new way”. The word “Epiphany”, when capitalized, is the name of the Christian church celebration 
of the three wise men visiting the Christ Child. The time when they bought their gold, incense and 
myrrh.  Epiphany is observed on January 6 and some call this “Three Kings Day”. This season is best 
described as one of the most joyous feast days in the church. Many families 
gather in their homes to celebrate this feast with friends. In some parts of the 
world, when people gather, they ask God for his blessing on the dwelling and 
upon anyone who lives, works or visits there. As we usher in this New Year, I 
ask God to pour his blessings upon you. This is, the season of New Beginnings!

Exciting news!! 
Please welcome Pastor Rezolia  
Johnson, interim appointment  

to our ministry staff!!
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“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”      
                  Matthew 11-28-30 (ESV)

Happy New Year and welcome to what could be one of the best 
years of your life!  I write these words because I am fully con-
vinced that if we would receive and believe the words of Jesus 
quoted above from Matthew’s Gospel, we would truly experience 
“rest” for our souls.   I am also convinced that many of us make 
life harder than it should be.  I watch daily as people, some-
times myself included, anticipate and promote problems before 
they really exist.  Life has its own set of problems so there is no 
need for us to make it tougher.  Jesus said, “Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble.”

The word “simple” is defined as “Having only one or a few 
parts, easy to understand, not complicated.”  I find that we 
complicate life, and yes even our relationships (It’s complicated) 
because of the way we perceive ourselves, perceive other people, 
and especially the way perceive Christ Jesus.  Jesus said, “I am 
gentle and lowly in heart…” and, “my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”  We also complicate life by holding onto the 
things that “yoke” us to the world.  It’s impossible to think and 
act like the world and still expect God’s peace and blessings.  I 
encourage you to release the yoke of this sinful world and hum-
bly obey the words of Jesus to 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me…”

We are about 
to experience some very 
unique opportunities in the com-
ing days so we must prepare by simplifying 
our lives and ministry to fully pursue God’s purpose in 
2019.  For this reason, I commend to you the theme for Janu-
ary’s Sermon Series; Simplify!  We are looking forward to plan-
ning and executing the various missional, spiritual formation 
and educational projects in 2019 and want you to be a part of 
God’s ministry through your prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness.  

On a different but very special note, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome Pastor Rezolia Johnson to the interim ap-
pointment to our ministry staff.  I am looking forward to seeing 
what God is about to do as we continue fulfilling God’s purpose 
and plan for our church.   

Rona and I say Happy New Year and pray that you continue to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Bates and Rona
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